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Art & Design Year 1 

Unit 
  

Lesson 
Name 

Lesson 
No. 

Learning objective Secure understanding Greater depth 

Formal 
Elements 

Shape: 

Abstract 
Compositions 

1 Learning that abstract art uses a lot of shapes and 

creating abstract art using different colours and 
shapes in an interesting way  

Understanding of the terms ‘abstract’, 

‘composition’ and ‘shape’ 

Confidently experimenting with different 

compositions and making decisions about the 
direction of their work which they can justify. 

Line 1: 
Exploring Line 

2 Creating a modern style line drawing, 
experimenting with different resources and using 
the vocabulary; wavy, vertical, horizontal and 
cross hatch to describe the lines  

Knowledge of the language and literacy to describe 
lines. Control in their use of the string and chalk 
lines 

More precise use of materials and control when 
drawing lines on the A4 sheet with pencil and on 
black card using chalk 

Line 2: Making 
Waves 

3 Drawing lines to create a water effect using a 
variety of different materials to create one large 
collaborative piece of art, using the different 
styles of drawing lines for effect   

Experimenting with a range of mark making 
techniques. 

Linking their marks to others and responding to the 
music and the work of the artist 

Colour 1: 
Making Colours 

4 Knowing the names of the primary colours and that 
these can be mixed to make secondary colours  

Remembering the names of the primary colours 
and the secondary colours. 

Remembering how the secondary colours were 
made 

Colour 2: 
Painting with 
Colour 

5 Using primary colours to paint, mixing colours to 
achieve secondary colours and applying the paint 
with care  

Remembering the primary/secondary colours and 
how to mix primary colours to make secondary 
colours. 

Applying paint using the impasto style successfully 
and achieving a balance of colour on their 
paintings. 

Skills  Sketchbooks 1 N/A Unassessed Unassessed 

Louis Wain 2 Examining a picture in depth to see the details 
within it to understand the artist's story within a 
piece of artwork 

Reading the picture, identifying different elements 
and meanings, understanding the narrative and 
using descriptive language to tell the story. 

Having a more highly developed use of descriptive 
language and ability to answer the final question, 
justifying their opinion. 

Painting: 
Green Fingers 

3 Knowing that yellow and blue mixed together make 
green and making different shades of green by 
mixing different amounts of yellows and blues  

Painting their picture 
successfully. Mixing at least five different shades 
of green and remembering most 

of the names for green. 

Producing higher quality painting outcomes and 
using a wider vocabulary to describe the shades of 
green. 

Drawing: 
Experimenting 
with Media 

4 Drawing with different media, drawing around and 
overlapping a variety of shapes, describing 
preferences about the effects of different media 

Neat and careful colouring featuring a range of 
different media and colours. 

Commenting on the differences between the media 
and showing some awareness of the characteristics 
of each (which can be erased, smudged, etc). 

Craft: Printing  
(Great Fire of 
London) 

5 Making a print on a given theme using two 
different printing techniques 

Producing a print of any description to a 
reasonable standard 

Producing a print and including additional details 
using black marker 
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Design: Lego 
Printing 

6 Making a print giving careful consideration to the 
shape of the lego bricks I choose to print with, 
using an appropriate amount of paint and a variety 
of colours within my design  

Creating a simple motif using printing blocks. Creating designs that indicate deliberate pattern 
and/or colour choices. 

Landscapes 
Using 
Different 
Media 
(example 
theme: at 
the 
seaside) 

Seaside 
Landscape  

1 Ientifying key features of a landscape, drawing 
lines to represent the horizon line and the sea 

Accurately drawing horizon lines and beach, with 
good cutting technique to cut out figures. 

Adding freehand drawing and imaginative 
additional features to their scene. 

Beach 

Textures  

2 identifying different textures in a scene, finding 

appropriate materials to create different textures 
and applying these to a well known painting. 

Using appropriate textures, quantifying their 

decisions for using them. 

A sophisticated use of textures, using greater care 

and attention to detail and skill when applying 
them. 

Shades and 
Colours of the 
sea 

3 Creating different tints and shades with paint, 
creating a tonal representation of the sea and sky 
and understanding that light colours stand out 
more and darker colours recede. 

A controlled use of paint and water to create tonal 
areas of dark and light. 

Excellent use of colour to create sophisticated 
tonal areas. 

Painting Over 
Texture  

4 I can Identifying colours used in an artist’s works, 
mixing colours to match these and applying the 

colours carefully with a paintbrush. 

Creating paintings that are relatively neat and 
controlled with good use of colour and texture 

applied confidently. 

A more accurate and sophisticated use of colour 
and texture, identifying some of the colours Van 

Gogh used and applying them to their own work. 

Beach Collage  5 Painting areas of dark and light, working with a 
small brush to paint details and using other objects 

and materials to add further details. 

Painting the main characters of their collage with 
fairly accurate detail. 

Painting the main characters of their collage with 
more sophisticated use of dark and light areas 

and/or imaginative and controlled use of other 
materials and inventive composition 

 


